
 
 

Mission of the Association 
 Promote sportsmanship and the protection of 

natural resources 
 Promote the quality of Lake Fork fishery and 

other outdoor recreational activities 
 Promote the future of angling through youth 

programs 
 Promote a spirit of cooperation with local, 

county, state, and federal governmental 
agencies, and other civic organizations for the 
purpose of improving Lake Fork and its 
surrounding communities 

 Promote items of interest of the membership at 
large 

 
Next LFSA General Meeting 

Our next regular meeting will be October 9.  We will 
meet at Oak Ridge Marina.  The meeting will start at 
7:00 pm.  See you there. 
 
PRESIDENTS REPORT 
Sandra Livingston conducted our September meeting 
in the absence of President Arlan Jaeger. 
 
Sandra advised that the TPWD has drawn back on 
their support of installing the PVC Fish Attractors.  We 
are not quit sure why but after a brief discussion it was 
agreed that the LFSA will not install the attractors on 
our own.  For now the project has been tabled. 
 
The SRA will be installing a boat dock similar to the 
one at the Highway 17 public ramp at the Highway 154 
public ramp.  In the past we have expressed an 
interest in adding an extension to the dock.  Sandra led 
a brief discussion on the subject and on a motion by 
Sue Parrish and a second by Mandy Biggs approval 
was given to use the money set aside for fish attractors  
to purchase an extension.  The Board of Directors will 
work with the SRA in securing the extension. 
 
Time to Renew Your Fishing 
License 
 
2012-2013 fishing licenses are now available for 
purchase online or at more than 1600 locations 
across the state. Buy early for a full year of fishing! 
 
 
 

SRA to Install New Boat Dock at 
The Highway 154 Public Ramp 
 
For some time, anglers launching from the Highway 17 
public ramp have been aided by a boat dock equipped 
with a floating extension.  This dock makes it easier and 
safer for anglers to get into and out of their boats.  Well 
good news, coming in the next few months will be a 
similar boat dock at the Highway 154 public ramp.  If you 
launch from 154 you know how difficult it is to pull your 
boat up to the bank.  The step off is your best bet.  But, 
with the level of the lake currently going down, the step 
off is not an option and the rest of the bank is made up of 
rip rap. 
 
The addition of the new dock and extension will make the 
job of launching or retrieving your boat much easier and 
for sure safer. 
 
The LFSA will be providing $3,500 toward the purchase 
of the extension.  This extension will make the dock 
usable even as the lake level drops.  We are happy to 
assist the SRA in this worth while project and look 
forward to the time when all public ramps are also 
equipped with these boat docks.  Watch for this welcome 
addition to the 154 ramp. 
 
Live Release Boat Returns Over 
1,000 Bass Back Into The Lake 
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The McDonald’s Big Bass Splash was a busy weekend 
for the LFSA Live Release Boat.  Over 1,000 bass 
were weighed in during the three day 
event.  The Live Release Boat returned these bass to 
the lake to be caught another day.  We could not have 
done this job without the help of two organizations, the 
St. John Evangelist Catholic Church Venturing Crew 
and the Yantis ISD Future Farmers of America (FFA).   
Once the bass were weighted the Venturing Crew or 
the FFA would put the bass in a bag, fill the bag with 
water, and carry them to the LRB.  Sounds easy, but it 
is a lot of walking and while carrying a ten to twelve 
pound bag of water from the weigh station to the LRB.   
 

 
If you are not familiar with Venturing, it is a youth 
development program of the Boy Scouts of America for 
young men and women who are 13 and have 
completed the eighth grade, or age 14 through 20 
years of age. 
 
Venturing is a new "old" program of the Boy Scouts of 
America. Originally part of the Exploring Division, it 
finally came into its own in 1998. It has become the 
fastest growing program of the BSA. Young adults 
have found through the Venturing program the outlet 
they have been looking for in their age group. 
 
Venturing's purpose is to provide positive experiences 
to help young people mature and to prepare them to 
become responsible and caring adults.  Venturing is 
based on a unique and dynamic relationship between 
youth, adult leaders, and organizations in their 
communities. Local community organizations establish 
a Venturing crew by matching their people and 
program resources to the interests of young people in 
the community. The result is a program of exciting and 
meaningful activities that helps youth pursue their 
special interests, grow, develop leadership skills, and 
become good citizens.   
 
We want to thank LFSA member Richard Nipp for 
getting us in touch with Tammy Legenza, the Venturing 
Advisor who organized her group. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Volunteers from the Yantis High School FFA worked the 
tournament during the weigh-ins on Saturday and 
Sunday.   
 
The FFA is an organization that envisions a future in 
which all agricultural education students will discover their 
passion in life and build on that insight to chart the course 
for their education, career and personal future.  FFA 
makes a positive difference in the lives of students by 
developing their potential for premier leadership, personal 
growth and career success through agricultural 
education.   Agricultural Education prepares students for 
successful careers and a lifetime of  informed choices in 
the global agriculture, food, fiber and natural resources 
systems. 
 
We want to thank student advisor Jessica Watkins for 
coordinating her group of enthusiastic students.  They did 
a great job.  We also look forward to working with the 
FFA students later this year on a button bush growing 
project. 
 
 

TPWD Operation Game Thief 
Has A New Tool 
 
Just in time for fall hunting season, the Operation Game 
Thief wildlife crimestoppers program has a new tool 
expected to increase the number of tips received as well 
as game law violation convictions. 
 
Effective immediately, in addition to calling the OGT 24-
hour tip hotline at 800-792-4263 (GAME), anyone wishing 
to report a possible game law violation will be able to 
provide information via texting that could still qualify for a 
possible cash reward. 
 
Called Tip411, the new program will give the public the 
option to text information directly to Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department communication operators. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



This is how the new system works: 
 
 From your cell phone enter 847411 in the TO: box  
 Then enter tpwd (not case specific) in the message 

box, followed by a space  
 Type a message and send  
 The dispatcher will then be able to communicate 

with the complainant if further information is 
needed  

 
All standard text message charges still apply. 
 
OGT will be keeping records and monitoring how 
well this new technology works for improving 
public reporting. 
 
The new application has been tested with several 
different devices, including iPhones, Blackberries, 
and regular cell phones with texting capabilities 
and is now up and running. 
 
OGT averages 1,500 calls a year, many resulting 
in the filing of game law violation cases and some 
of them leading to arrests for felony crimes.  This 
new technology is expected to increase the 
number of citizen calls received. 
 
Toyota ShareLunker Season 27 
Just Around the Corner 
 
The 27th season of the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) Toyota ShareLunker program will 
begin October 1. 
 
Title sponsor Toyota has agreed to fund the angler 
recognition program for another three years. Anglers 
entering fish into the Toyota ShareLunker program 
receive a free replica of their fish, a certificate and 
ShareLunker clothing and are recognized at a banquet 
at the Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens. 
The person who catches the season’s largest entry will 
be named Angler of the Year. If the Angler of the Year 
is a Texas resident, that person also receives a lifetime 
fishing license. 
 
Prizes and funding for the banquet are provided by 
Toyota, which also provides a Tundra pickup truck for 
use in picking up and returning the majority of lunkers 
and their offspring. 
 
Anglers calling in ShareLunker catches this season will 
be speaking to the new ShareLunker program 
manager, Juan Martinez. Martinez is a hatchery 
biologist based at the Texas Freshwater Fisheries 
Center (TFFC) in Athens, the home of the ShareLunker 
program.  

He has been in charge of caring for the big bass during 
their stay at TFFC for the past seven seasons. 
 
The numbers to call to report a ShareLunker catch 
remain the same. The voice number, which is answered 
24 hours a day, seven days a week during the season, is 
(903) 681-0550. If poor cell phone service prevents use 
of the voice number, anglers can leave a phone number 
(including area code) at (888) 784-0600. That number is 
also monitored 24/7 during the season. 
 
Martinez outlined several changes to pickup procedures 
that will be instituted during the upcoming season. 
 
“We have divided the state into regions based on the 
locations of our freshwater hatcheries,” he said. “Fish will 
be picked up by personnel based at the hatchery located 
within that region. This will often reduce the amount of 
time it takes to retrieve a fish.” 
 
In another move designed to reduce stress on the fish, 
each crew picking up a fish will have a database of the 
passive integrated transponder (PIT) tag numbers that 
have been injected into ShareLunkers. Crews picking up 
a lunker will use an electronic scanner to determine if a 
fish has been tagged. If it has, the database will allow the 
crew to determine on the spot if the fish is a pure Florida 
or an intergrade. If the fish is an intergrade and therefore 
not eligible to be used in the selective breeding program, 
it will be returned to the lake immediately. The angler will 
still receive all the program prizes, but the fish will be 
spared the trip to Athens. 
 
Fish that have not been tagged will continue to be picked 
up and will be held pending the results of DNA testing. 
Pure Floridas will be held for spawning, while intergrades 
will be returned to the lake as soon as possible. 
 
A featured attraction of the upcoming Toyota 
ShareLunker season will be the ShareLunker Club 
Tournament on Lake Conroe, which offers a $100,000 
prize to the participant catching the largest ShareLunker 
entry from the lake between October 1 and October 21. 
You must be registered in the tournament to win. Details 
are at www.toyotatexasbassclassic.com. The number 
to call in an entry into the ShareLunker Club Tournament 
is the ShareLunker number. 
 
Anyone legally catching a 13-pound or bigger largemouth 
bass from Texas waters, public or private, between 
October 1 and April 30 may submit the fish to the Toyota 
ShareLunker program. Fish will be picked up by TPWD 
personnel within 12 hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



For complete information and rules of the ShareLunker 
program, tips on caring for big bass, a list of official 
Toyota ShareLunker weigh and holding stations and a 
recap of last year’s season, see 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/sharelunker/. The site also 
includes a searchable database of all fish entered into 
the program along with pictures where available. 
 
Information on current catches, including short videos 
of interviews with anglers when available, is posted on 
www.facebook.com/sharelunkerprogram. 
 
To receive text message notifications of ShareLunker 
catches as soon as they are confirmed by TPWD, text 
“follow ShareLunker” to 40404 from your mobile 
device. You do not need to have a Twitter account. 
ShareLunker entries are used in a selective breeding 
program at the Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center 
(TFFC) in Athens. Some of the offspring from these 
fish are stocked back into the water body from which 
they were caught. Other ShareLunker offspring are 
stocked in public waters around the state in an attempt 
to increase the overall size and growth rate of 
largemouth bass in Texas. 
 
The Toyota ShareLunker Program is made possible by 
a grant to the Texas Parks & Wildlife Foundation from 
Gulf States Toyota. Toyota is a long-time supporter of 
the Foundation and Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department, providing major funding for a wide variety 
of education, fish, parks and wildlife projects. 
 
Official ShareLunker Weigh and 
Holding Stations  
 
TPWD employees will travel anywhere in the state to 
retrieve a big bass. The goal is to provide the fish with 
expert care within 12 hours of being caught. 
 
Texas is a big state, however, and we occasionally 
have more than one lunker waiting to be picked up. To 
keep those big bass healthy, TPWD is working with 
local fishing businesses and tackle shops to provide 
temporary holding stations for anglers who wish to 
donate fish to the program. 
 
A list of holding stations is provided below. Stations are 
needed at other lakes, especially those located far 
from Athens. Any business interested in becoming an 
official ShareLunker Weigh and Holding Station should 
contact Juan Martinez at (903) 670-2285. 
 
Lake Amistad 
Angler’s Lodge 
8969 W. US 90 
Del Rio, Texas 
(830) 719-9907 
 

Choke Canyon 
Calliham Store 
201 Recreation Road #8 
Calliham, Texas 78007 
(361) 786-2685 
 
Lake Conroe 
Stow-A-Way Marina & RV Park  
13988 Calvary Road  
Willis, Texas 77318  
(936) 856-4531  
 
Lake Fork 
Lake Fork Marina 
275 County Road 1558  
Alba, TX 75410 
(903) 765-2764 
www.lakeforkmarina.com 
 
Minnow Bucket Marina 
3035 W State Highway 154 
Quitman, TX 75783 
(903) 878-2500 
 
O.H. Ivie Reservoir 
Concho Park Marina 
24282 CR 4763 
Millersview, TX, 76862 
(915) 357-4466 
 
Elm Creek Marina 
457 Recreation Road 10 
Voss, TX 76888 
(325) 357-4776 
 
Lake Raven 
Huntsville State Park  
(936) 295-5644 
 
Sam Rayburn Reservoir 
Jackson Hill Park Marina 
1705 FM 2851 
Broaddus, Texas 75929 
(936) 872-9266 
 
Want to get Involved 
 
If you are interested in becoming a member of the 
Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association you can go to 
our website www.lakeforksa.com or find us on 
facebook.  You can also e-mail Dick Walker at 
dwa1ker@verizon.net with questions regarding 
information provided in this article or potential 
membership. 



 
Support our Member Guides and 
Merchants 
 
The Sportsman’s Association is made up of Guides, 
Merchants and Home Owners.  Our guides and 
merchants are important to the economic well being of 
Lake Fork. Encourage your friends and neighbors to 
schedule their next fishing trip with one of these member 
guides and be sure to patronize these merchants 
 
Anglers Pest and Termite Control 
Randy & Leta Bunch, Owners 
903/383-2023 
Email: anglerspestcontrol@yahoo.com 
Website: www.anglerspetcontrol.com 
 
“Bassin’ with Bubba Guide Services 
Don Hampton 
903/383-7748 or 902/360-6994 
Email: fishnews@lakefork.net 
Website: www.bassinwithbubba.com 
 
Fisherman’s One Stop 
John & Jo Anne Heimgartner, Owners  
7933 W FM 515 
Yantis, Texas 75497 
903-383-7121 
Email: foslf@peoplescom.net 
Website: 
www.etssystems.com/fishermansonestop/index.htm 
 
Gary De's Guide Service 
Gary DeArmond 
903-569-7345 
Email: garygonefishin@suddenlink.net 
 
Lake Fork Outdoors Guide Service 
Danny Silcox 
903-765-3611 
Email: dsilcox@lakeforkoutdoors.com 
 
Lake Fork Props-N-More 
Sandra Livingston, Owner 
186 PR 5934 
Yantis, Texas 75497 
 903-383-7625  Office 
903-335-3366   Cell Phone  
Email: neebell@peoplescom.net 
Website: lakeforkpropsnmore.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loomis Lodge and Guide Service 
Rick Loomis 
903/383-3050 
Email: rloomis@koyote.com 
Website: www.rickloomis.com 

 
Martin’s Lake Fork Fisherman's Inn 
Bart & Donna Martin, Owners 
2933 West SH. 154 
Quitman, TX. 75783 
(903) 878-2137 
Email: fishermansinn@peoplescom.net 
Website: www.lakeforkfishermansinn.com 
 
Micheal's Marine 
Micheal Rogge 
903-383-3406 
Email: microg@texascellnet.com 
Website: www.lake-fork-guides.com 
 
Minnow Bucket Marina 
P.O. Box 1237 
Quitman, Texas 75783 
Ken & Natalie Bull, Owners 
Phone: (903) 878-2500 
Fax: (903) 878-7131 
Email: MinnowOne@aol.com 
Website: minnownucketmarina.com 
 
Oak Ridge Marina 
2919 West State Highway 154 
Quitman, Texas 75783 
Barry & Tracy Hatton, Owners 
903-878-2529 
903-878-2513 FAX 
Email: info@oakridgemarina.com 
Website: oakridgemarina.com 
 
Stan Kuhn Catfish Guide 
Stan Kuhn 
903/383-2921 
Email: catfishguide@peoplepc.com 
Website: www.thecatfishguide.com 
 

S&A Sportswear  
Sam & Martha Scroggins, Owners 
405 S. Hart St., Suite 9B 
Quitman, Texas  75783 
903-763-2191 
Email: sewin.sam@gte.net  
Website: www.sewinsams.com 
 

Remember to Fish Friendly 
 

 

 
 


